Advent 2025 Everyday Faith Content Outline

Church House Publishing and the Church of England’s Digital Team are working closely to offer fresh and accessible daily discipleship materials for both Advent and Christmas this year.
This year’s resources have at their heart the theme of Joy – joy as we prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ during Advent, and joy as we ponder in prayer the great mystery of God’s saving love during the Christmas season.
The Everyday Faith app will carry daily reflections throughout Advent (Monday 1 December to Christmas Eve), based on a full-colour book, O Come Emmanuel, featuring eight respected writers and newly commissioned artwork. 
These will be followed by twelve reflections from Christmas Day to Monday 5 January. 
And, of course, the Everyday Faith app will continue to offer content (Monday to Saturday) into the season of Epiphany and throughout 2025.
During Advent, reflections are centred around the Advent antiphons on which the much-loved hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel is based. A summary of the content is shared below.

Further digital support – including music, suggested activities and further resources – will be available via the link below. 
For more information and to purchase the book from Church House Publishing, please visit cofe.io/OComeEmmanuel 

O Wisdom
Jane Williams, McDonald Professor in Christian Theology at St Mellitus College
Advent is a season of anticipation and discernment. For the first three days of this season, we will explore what Wisdom looks like – and how seeking it helps us to walk with God’s own presence.
	Day
	Short Bible passage 
	Day theme
	Summary

	Monday 1
	Proverbs 2.1-11
	Wisdom alive
	Human wisdom is learning to care about justice and equity and faithfulness.

	Tuesday 2
	Psalm 90
	Wisdom in tough times
	God’s love is able to give lasting meaning and joy to everything we do. 

	Wednesday 3
	1 Corinthians 2.1-11
	The Spirit of Wisdom
	We must live and be shaped by wisdom.



O Adonai
Chris Russell, Vicar of St Dionis Parsons Green and a former Advisor for Evangelism and Witness to the Archbishop of Canterbury.
In Advent, we are expecting the coming of our Lord, Adonai. Together with Moses, we meet a God who is greater than us yet chooses to draw near to us – and give us freedom and hope. 
	Day
	Short Bible passage 
	Day theme
	Summary

	Thursday 4
	Exodus 3.1-6
	Close
	God is always calling us to come close.

	Friday 5
	Exodus 6.1-8  
	Free hands
	God is always stretching out his hand to set us free.

	Saturday 6
	Exodus 24.12-18  
	Other
	God is distinct from us, yet chooses to draw near to us.



O Root of Jesse
Esther Prior, Bishop of Aston
Advent is a season of fulfilment. In these reflections, we anticipate, with the Old Testament prophets, the coming of one who will challenge injustice and bring light where there is darkness.
	Day
	Short Bible passage 
	Day theme
	Summary

	Sunday 7
	Isaiah 11.1-9
	A sign among the peoples
	Jesus is the unfailing sign of God’s faithfulness.

	Monday 8
	Romans 15.7-13
	Kings will shut their mouths
	Injustice seems to flourish, but Christ will bring perfect justice and peace.

	Tuesday 9
	Isaiah 42.1-9
	Deliver us
	We wait, not in despair, but in expectation, living justly and humbly. 



O Key of David
Philip North, Bishop of Blackburn
In Christ we have the key that unlocks the door to everlasting life. For the next three days, we reflect on the ways God sets us free – from sin, from death, from the world.   
	Day
	Short Bible passage 
	Day theme
	Summary

	Wednesday 10
	Isaiah 22.20-23  
	Key to freedom
	Christ’s coming brings the gift of freedom. 

	Thursday 11
	Revelation 3.7-8,10-13   
	The door is open
	Freedom in Christ means we can be bold and take big risks for our faith.

	Friday 12
	Psalm 89.19-29  
	Freedom fighters
	God raises up the lowly and gives them freedom.



O Morning Star
Muthuraj Swamy, Director of the Cambridge Centre for Christianity Worldwide
Advent is a season of dreaming in the night-time – of longing for and seeking after the light. As we ache for the light of God to dispel this world’s darkness, Christ the Morning Star brings us hope. 
	Day
	Short Bible passage 
	Day theme
	Summary

	Saturday 13
	Psalm 27.1-8
	No fear, not afraid
	Jesus is the bringer of light in whom we can confidently trust.

	Sunday 14
	Malachi 4.1-2
	Be healed, be free
	Jesus gives us light that is warm, that heals and makes us free.

	Monday 15
	Revelation 22.12-14, 16-17
	Everyone, anyone
	Jesus invites everyone into this light: it is a gift for any who wish to take it.



O King of the Nations
Tanya Marlow, author, speaker and broadcaster on faith and spirituality.
Advent is a promise of peace in a time of unrest. Through these reflections, we remember that God’s kingdom is not like the earthly kingdoms: it is founded in justice, truth, and love.
	Day
	Short Bible passage 
	Day theme
	Summary

	Tuesday 16
	Isaiah 2.2-4
	The peace-bringer
	Jesus came to bring peace to all nations, including us.

	Wednesday 17
	Ephesians 2.14-22  
	The wall breaker
	Sin was the dividing wall between us and God, but Jesus’ death destroyed it.

	Thursday 18
	1 Peter 2.4-10  
	The foundation
	Jesus invites everyone to be united as ‘God’s own people’.



 O Emmanuel
David Hoyle, Dean of Westminster
In Advent, we look for the God who comes to us: Emmanuel, ‘God with us’. Reflecting on the last of the antiphons, we remember, with gratitude and awe, that in Jesus God comes to us in the one form we can recognise – as one of us.
	Day
	Short Bible passage 
	Day theme
	Summary

	Friday 19
	Isaiah 7.10-15  
	God with us
	Christ comes to the world to testify to truth and call us to be truthful.

	Saturday 20
	Psalm 80.1-4  
	God, our only help
	Christ brings light that exposes our weakness and our need.

	Sunday 21
	Matthew 1.18-23
	Come to help us
	The answer to centuries of hope and need comes as a human child.



Magnificat (The Song of Mary)
Lucy Winkett, Rector of St James's Piccadilly and Priest in Charge of St Pancras Euston Road
In these last few days of Advent, we turn – in the company of Mary – towards the moment when we welcome the birth of Jesus, the Light of the World.
	Day
	Short Bible passage 
	Day theme
	Summary

	Monday 22
	Luke 1.46-50
	Praise! Magnify!
	Through Mary’s song, we are connected to the eternity of God. 

	Tuesday 23
	Luke 1.51-53
	Radical
	Mary’s vision of a new and just society foreshadows the mission of Jesus.  

	Wednesday 24
	Luke 1.54-55  
	Vision
	The Magnificat connects all the Antiphons, putting a Christ-centred view into the life of the Church.



From Christmas Day to Monday 5 January, Nicholas Papadopulos, Dean of Salisbury, leads us in Twelve Joys of Christmas: Meditations for Christmas and the New Year, available as a booklet from Church House Publishing and in the Everyday Faith app via www.cofe.io/TheJoyOfChristmas 
